Schodack Valley Fire District
Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting Minutes
April 8, 2026
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Ed Knott.
Present
Commissioners: Ed Knott, Pat O’Keeffe, Pat Reimann, and John Strodl
Treasurer: David Scott
Deputy Treasurer: Dawne Kelly
Secretary: Bridget Baptiste
Chief: Brian Cassidy
Assistant Chief: Steve Kelly
Secretary’s Report
A motion was made to approve the secretary's March meeting minutes by Pat Reimann, 2nd by Pat O’Keeffe. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report
Ed Knott made a motion to approve the Treasurer's report, 2nd by Pat Reimann. Motion carried.
Monthly Invoices
A motion was made by Ed Knott to approve all monthly invoices, 2nd by Pat O’Keeffe. Motion carried.
Chief’s Report
A motion was made by Ed Knott to approve the Chiefs' report, 2nd by Pat O’Keeffe. Motion carried.
Chief Brian Cassidy reported the following district call activity for March 2026:
· Emergency Medical Services: 4
· Pump Out: 1
· Carbon Monoxide Calls: 4
· Fire Calls: 1
· Wires Down: 2
· Fire Alarms: 1
· Mutual Aid Calls: 1
· Motor Vehicle Accidents: 2
Total Calls: 16
Total Man-Hours: 86
Training for the month included 4 drills with a total of 114 drill man-hours.
Additional items from the Chief’s Report included:
· Firefighter physicals are scheduled for April 21, 2026
· Hose and ladder testing is scheduled for June 9, 2026
· Recruit New York will be held on April 18, 2026, with a pizza night planned
· Assistant Chief Steve Kelly will be taking the Chief’s vehicle on April 10, 2026 for a ground strap recall
Building Committee Report
The conceptual layout has been completed, and drawings have been provided. The next step is to determine the square footage for each room and identify what each room will be used for. Final placement on the land plot is still being worked on, and recommendations will be provided in the coming weeks.
The Board is interviewing PC Public Affairs, Baker Public Relations, and Behan Communications PR Firms to assist with public meetings for the building project.
Apparatus Committee Report
Pricing and specifications from Sutphen, E-One, and Pierce have all been received. Final review is scheduled for May 6, 2026. At the May 20, 2026, meeting, the Board will decide which quote will be selected. A public vote will be held in June 2026.
Insurance Report
The Board is waiting to hear back from Bill Dedrick from Amsure and VFIS regarding the letter received concerning the East Greenbush Fire Department Chief’s vehicle accident while responding to a mutual aid call on February 8, 2026.
Life insurance letters will be mailed out on April 13, 2026.
Length of Service Award Program Report
The committee report has been completed. On April 1, 2026, Tony Hill updated addresses and dates of birth. A list prepared by the Commissioners for the five-year lookback period will be posted so members may review it for 30 business days and submit any discrepancies.
  All commissioners signed the Length of Service Award Program documentation. Resolution 26.01 was presented and approved.
Pat O’Keeffe made a motion to move forward on investment policy, 2nd by John Strodl. Motion carried.
Old Business
Pat Reimann made a motion to approve the purchase from New York Fire Equipment for 14 sets of Innotex technical rescue gear and HAIX boots for $23,326.97, 2nd by Ed Knott. Motion carried. 
New Business
A motion was made by Ed Knott, 2nd by Pat O’Keeffe, to approve up to $600.00, including shipping, for the purchase of two new Indian tanks. 2nd by Pat O’Keeffe, Motion carried.
The New York State Police will utilize the firehouse from April 27, 2026 through May 1, 2026.
Pat Reiman made a motion to approve up to $300.00 for the Secretary to purchase Windows and Security software 2nd by Ed Knott, motion carried.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn at 7:45 pm was made by Ed Knott, 2nd by Pat O’Keeffe. Motion carried.

