Schodack Valley Fire District
Organizational Meeting Minutes
Date: January 7, 2026
Location: Schodack Valley Fire Department, 1553 Schodack Valley Road, Castleton, NY 12033
Call to Order: 6:30 p.m., by Deputy Treasurer Dawne Kelley

Attendance
· Commissioner Edward Knott 
· Commissioner Pat Reimann
· Commissioner Patrick O’Keeffe
· Commissioner John Strodl
· Assistant Chief Steve Kelly
· Deputy Treasurer Dawne Kelly
· Secretary Bridget Baptiste
Commissioner Appointment and Terms of Office
Commissioner Patrick O’Keeffe was welcomed as a new Commissioner. His oath of office was administered at the Town Clerk’s Office for a five (5) year term ending December 31, 2030.
Current Commissioner terms were reviewed as follows:
· John Strodl – term ends December 31, 2026
· Jacob Westman – term ends December 31, 2027
· Edward Knott – term ends December 31, 2028
· Pat Reimann – term ends December 31, 2029
Election of Commissioner Chairman
A motion was made to elect Edward Knott as Commissioner Chairman.
· Motion: Pat Reimann
· Second: John Strodl
· Result: Carried

Proof of Publication – Annual Meeting Legal Notice
Chairman Knott presented proof that the legal notice of the Annual Meeting was published in The Troy Record.
District Secretary Appointment and Salary
Bridget Baptiste, Deputy Town Clerk, was approved to serve as District Secretary at an annual salary of $3,600.00.
District Counsel Appointment
A motion was made to appoint Hannigan Law Firm as District Counsel.
· Motion: Edward Knott
· Result: Carried 

District Treasurer Appointment and Salary
David Scott, CPA was approved to remain as District Treasurer at an annual salary of $4,800.00.
It was noted that the Treasurer shall submit a copy of the Annual Report to the Department of Audit and Control no later than March 1, 2026.
Deputy Treasurer Appointment and Salary
Dawne Kelley was approved to remain as Deputy Treasurer at an annual salary of $2,400.00.

Surety Bond Review
The Board of Fire Commissioners shall review the surety bonds for the Treasurer and Deputy Treasurer in the amount of $2,000,000.00 each, with coverage expiring March 13, 2026.
· Motion: Edward Knott
· Second: Pat Reimann
· Result: Carried
Official Depository
A motion was made to approve Pioneer Bank as the official depository for the district.
· Motion: Edward Knott
· Second: Patrick O’Keeffe
· Result: Carried
Official Newspaper
A motion was made to approve The Troy Record (published in the City of Troy) as the official newspaper for the district.
· Motion: Edward Knott
· Second: John Strodl
· Result: Carried
Financial Auditors
A motion was made to approve BST as the financial auditor for the District.
· Motion: Pat Reimann
· Second: John Strodl
· Result: Carried
Regular Monthly Meeting Schedule (2026)
A motion was made to designate the second Wednesday of each month, February 2026 through November 2026, for regular monthly meetings. Meetings will be held at 1553 Schodack Valley Road, Castleton, NY 12033, beginning at 6:30 p.m.
· Motion: Pat Reimann
· Second: Edward Knott
· Result: Carried
Association Membership
A motion was made to approve membership in the Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York (AFDSNY).
· Motion: Edward Knott
· Second: Pat Reimann
· Result: Carried
District Vendors and Service Providers
A motion was made to approve the following vendors/service providers:
· Garrison Fire & Rescue as the main apparatus repair provider:
· Hourly rate: $165.00/hour
· Road rate: $182.00/hour
· Road service fuel surcharge: 4%, not to exceed $80.00 per invoice
· Fire pump test (Garrison Fire & Rescue location only): $300.00
· Jamie Scott Auto as the main vehicle repair provider $125.00/ Hour $145.00/ Hour (for heavy vehicles)
· AT&T as internet provider for District tablets
· United States Postal Service (USPS) for District post office box/address holding
· National Grid as the electrical supplier for District facilities
· WEX fuel card as the means of acquiring fuel for District vehicles
· Motion: Edward Knott
· Second: Pat Reimann
· Result: Carried
Committee Appointments (Committee Leaders)
The following committee leadership appointments were made:
· Apparatus Committee: Patrick O’Keeffe; John Strodl
· Budget Committee: David Scott; Dawne Kelley; Edward Knott
· Building Committee: Pat Reimann; Edward Knott
· Legals/Insurance Committee: Jacob Westman; Edward Knott
· Information Technology/Grants Committee: Pat Reimann
· Membership Recruitment and Retention Committee: Patrick O’Keeffe; Jacob Westman

Adjournment
A motion was made to adjourn the Organizational Meeting at 6:50 p.m.
· Motion: Patrick O’Keeffe
· Second: Edward Knott
· Result: Carried


