 Schodack Valley Fire Department – Meeting Minutes July 9, 2025
Attendance
· Ed Knott – Commissioner
· Pat O’Keeffe – Commissioner
· Jack Westman – Commissioner
· David Scott – Treasurer
· Dawne Kelly – Deputy Treasurer
· John Strodl – Commissioner
· Brian Cassidy – Chief
· Steve Kelly – Assistant Chief
· Bridget Baptiste – Secretary
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:34 PM. Ed Knott moved to acknowledge changes made in the June minutes concerning the Treasurer’s report, and Pat O’Keeffe seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Approval of Previous Minutes
The minutes from the prior meeting were reviewed. Ed Knott moved to approve the secretary’s minutes with the amendment to the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Pat O’Keeffe. The minutes were approved as amended.
Treasurer’s Report
· The Comptroller has approved the department audit and the required public notice has been published.
· Year‑to‑date financial totals are ahead of last year.
· Pat Reimann moved to pay all outstanding bills, seconded by Pat O’Keeffe. The motion passed.
Chief’s Report
Chief Brian Cassidy reported on operations:
· Calls: 13 emergency medical service calls, 2 motor vehicle accidents, 1 fire, 5 false alarms, 4 mutual‑aid calls, and 1 gas‑odor investigation, for 26 calls in total.
· Man‑hours: 148 hours were spent responding to calls.
· Training: Three drills were held, totaling 102 drill man‑hours.
· Apparatus status:
· Engine 32‑6 remains at Jamie Scott’s facility for diagnostics.
· Car 1 is scheduled to be out of service from July 14–28.
· Car 2 is scheduled to be out of service from July 12–August 30.
· Chris G. will use Car 4 and Sean B. will use Car 5 during those periods.
· A motion to accept the Chief’s report was made by Ed Knott and seconded by Pat Reimann; the motion carried.
Apparatus and Equipment Planning
· Garrison provided a $1.4 million estimate for a new fire truck; additional quotes are pending.
· Ed Knott is researching electric‑powered fire apparatus.
· Worn or damaged hoses will be disposed of and replaced.
Legal and Insurance
Ed Knott will obtain updated legal and insurance proposals for discussion at the September meeting.
Building Committee
Ed Knott reported meeting with an engineer to explore design options for a new fire station building.
Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP)
Pat O’Keeffe received proposals for a Length of Service Award Program. Further discussion will occur before the August 13th meeting, when the proposals will be presented to the board.
Old Business
There was discussion about reimbursing members who completed the Basic Exterior Firefighter Operations course and combining that program with the LIFO course requirements.
New Business
· A new firefighter named Sawyer has enrolled in a self‑rescue training class.
· The annual budget must be completed by the end of September. David Scott and Dawne Kelly will begin working on the 2026 budget at the end of July.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 PM following a motion by John Strodl, seconded by Ed Knott. The motion carried.

