Schodack Valley Fire District 
Board of Fire Commissioners 
Annual Organizational Meeting 
January 8, 2025 
Attendance: 
· Commissioners: 
· Edward Knott 
· Patrick O’Keefe 
· Patrick Reimann 
· Jakob Westman 
· John Strodl 
· Secretary: 
· Bridget Baptiste 
· Treasurer: 
· David Scott 
· Deputy Treasurer: 
· Dawne Kelly 
· Chiefs: 
· Brian Cassidy 
· Assistant Chief: Steve Kelly 
Opening: 
The meeting was opened at 6:44 PM by the Treasurer. 
It was confirmed that all oaths had been taken and filed with the Schodack Town Clerk. 
John Strodl was introduced as a new commissioner. 
Appointments & Approvals: 
· Chairman Election: The Board of Commissioners elected a Chairman. John Strodl motioned; Patrick O’Keefe seconded. 
· Minutes Notification: The official notification of the Annual Meeting was placed into the minutes. 
· Secretary Appointment: Bridget Baptiste was appointed as Secretary with an annual salary of $3,600. Motioned by John Strodl, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
· Treasurer Approval: David Scott was approved to remain as Treasurer with an annual salary of $4,800. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
· Deputy Treasurer Approval: Dawne Kelly was approved to remain as Deputy Treasurer with an annual salary of $2,400. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
· Surety Bond Review: The Surety Bond for the Treasurer and Deputy Treasurer was reviewed and approved. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
· Payment Approval: Approved payment to Teat Reflections on January 10, 2025, in the amount of $1,384.84. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
Designations: 
· Official Newspaper: Troy Record was designated as the official newspaper. Motioned by Jakob Westman, seconded by Edward Knott. Motion carried. 
· Official Depository: Pioneer Bank was approved as the official depository for SVFD. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
· Lead Counsel: Nicole Strippoli of Monaco, Cooper, Lamme & Carr was approved as lead counsel, with a retainer agreement of $750. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
· Auditors: BST was approved as the auditors for SVFD. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
· Meeting Schedule: Monthly meetings set for the second Wednesday of each month (February–November 2025) at Schodack Valley Fire Co., 1553 Schodack Valley Rd, Castleton, NY, at 6:30 PM. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick Reimann. Motion carried. 
· Membership Approval: Approval of Schodack Valley Fire District’s membership in the Association of Fire Districts of New York State. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
Vendor Approvals: 
· Fire Apparatus Repair Suppliers: Garrison Fire and Jamie Scott approved. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
· Internet Provider: Verizon approved as the internet provider for district tablets. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by John Strodl. Motion carried. 
· Mailing Address: USPS approved as the district’s mailing address. Motioned by Patrick O'Keefe, seconded by Edward Knott. Motion carried. 
· Heating Fuel Provider: Main Care Energy approved. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick Reimann. Motion carried. 
· Fire Extinguisher Services: Albany Fire Extinguisher approved for extinguisher and fire suppression services. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
· Electrical Supplier: National Grid approved. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
· Fuel Acquisition: Wex Card approved for acquiring fuel for district vehicles. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
· Locksmith Provider: J.P. Mangione approved. Motioned by Edward Knott, seconded by Patrick O'Keefe. Motion carried. 
Policy Review & Committee Establishment: 
Policies were distributed and reviewed. 
A vote on the Sexual Harassment & Media policy was held. 
Committee Assignments: 
· Apparatus/Equipment Maintenance: Jon Strodl 
· Asset Plan: Patrick O'Keefe 
· Records Retention & Disposal Plan: Jakob Westman 
· IT/Grants: Patrick Reimann 
· Legal/Insurance/ISO: Edward Knott 
· New Building: Patrick Reimann & Edward Knott 
· Membership Recruitment & Retention: Patrick O'Keefe & Edward Knott 
The organizational meeting closed at 7:04 PM. 

